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The Beckett International Foundation at the University of Reading

Beckett – Living Materials: 
International Conference and Research Opportunities Symposium

 25-26 September 2009

On the occasion of the acquisition of major new materials for the world-leading Beckett archive at the University of Reading, the Beckett International Foundation is holding a two-day event on 25-26 September 2009. It will consist of a themed conference on Beckett and Animality, organised by Prof. Mary Bryden, a series of displays showing new research initiatives based on the expanded archive and collaborative discussions about new research opportunities that may develop as a result of the new acquisitions.

In the bicentenary year of Darwin’s birth, the conference will connect with contemporary debates by examining the continuum that binds human and nonhuman species, in the context of Beckett’s writing. It forms a key preliminary stage in the development of The Beckett Bestiary, to be edited by Mary Bryden. In addition to speakers from the UK and Ireland, speakers will include representatives from New Zealand (Professor Chris Ackerley), Japan (Professor Naoya Mori), and USA (Professor Katherine Burkman).

On Saturday, under the title ‘Touching the Archive’, there will be a series of displays, demonstrations, and discussions on resources and projects. These will include a demonstration of the Beckett Digital Manuscript Project (led by Prof. Dirk Van Hulle of the University of Antwerp and Dr. Mark Nixon), a display of the Leverhulme-funded project on ‘Beckett’s Doodles’ (Bill Prosser), and an opportunity to examine selected materials from the archive as enhanced by the acquisition of the Knowlson collection. Most importantly, the event will end with a round-table discussion of planned and potential research projects prompted by the enhanced archive, especially rich in theatrical materials and connections with the visual arts. Reading-based or affiliated scholars will explain their plans, and invite senior and junior scholars from the wider community to join with them in forward planning.   

Events take place at the St Andrew’s site, Redlands Road, the home of Special Collections and the Museum of English Rural Life. Provisional timetable:

Friday 25 September
10.00 – 10.30
Register and coffee

10.30 – 10.40
Welcome and Introduction

10.40 – 12.10

Panel 1:

Max de Gaynesford: 'Eyes in each other's eyes' [Company]: Beckett, Kleist and the Fencing Bear.
Brigitte Le Juez: Beckett's Parrots: Words Without Acts.



Yoshiki Tajiri: Beckett, Coetzee and Animals.
12.10 – 13.10
Shane Weller: Forms of Weakness: Animalization in Kafka and Beckett.
13.10 – 14.00
LUNCH

14.00 – 15.00
Chris Ackerley: 'Despised for their obviousness': Samuel Beckett's Dogs.

15.00 – 16.00
Panel 2:



Julie Campbell: Beckett and Sheep.

Yoshiyuki Inoue: Little Animals in the Brain: Beckett's ’porteurs de la mémoire'.

16.00 – 16.30
Tea

16.30 – 17.30
Katherine Burkman: 'What Exactly is a Hog?'

17.45 – 18.45
Wine Reception

19.00 – 20.30
Entertainment: Beckett on Crrickettt

Saturday 26 September
10.00 – 10.30
Coffee

10.30 – 11.30
Naoya Mori: 'Just a Series of Movements': Beckett's Stones, Animals, and Humans.

11.30 – 12.30
Panel 3:

Ulrika Maude: 'Think, pig!'  Beckett and the Loss of Species.


David Wheatley: 'Quite Exceptionally Anthropoid': Species Anxiety and Metamorphosis in Beckett's Humans and Other Animals.
12.30 – 13.30
LUNCH

13.30 – 14.30
Steven Connor: title tba.

14.30 – 15.00
Martin Mégevand: reflections on Beckett and Pinget.

15.00 – 16.30
‘Touching the Archive’: displays and demonstrations


(New archival acquisitions)


(Dirk Van Hulle and Mark Nixon: The Beckett Digital Manuscript Project)

16.30 – 17.30
‘Touching the Archive’: Round Table and discussion

The Friday night entertainment, at 7pm and also open to those not attending ‘Living Materials’, is ‘Beckett on Crrickettt’. It includes ‘A Knock at the Door’, a new one-act play by John Quinn, performed by The Bookshop Theatre Co, in which we see the young Samuel Beckett helping James Joyce transcribe his ‘Work in Progress’. It is performed as a rehearsed reading by two talented actors, Peter Marinker (as James Joyce) and Edward MacLiam (as Samuel Beckett). The evening is directed (and umpired) by Michael Howarth. The play, a witty, apochryphal caprice, is by the author of ‘Shem’s Progress and the Making of Finnegans Wake’ (BBC Radio 3), ‘Germany Calling, Germany Calling’, various scripts for TV, ‘Waking the Dead’, ‘Fantabulosa’, ‘The Last Detective’, ‘Heartbeat’ and ‘Eastenders’ and a number of films. It is preceded by an illustrated talk by Jim Knowlson – helped by Peter Marinker and Edward McLiam – on ‘Beckett the Cricketer’. 
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