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CombiDiag Workshop
University of Reading, United Kingdom, 16-17 July 2026
Avenue: Room 101, Hopkins Building, Whiteknights Campus, Reading, RG6 6EL 
Dates: 16-17 July 2026
Organisation committee: 
Dr Fangya Xu; Brenda Bakomora
Contact details: Dr Fangya Xu, fangya.xu@reading.ac.uk, 01183788508
Room 322, Edith Morley Building, Whiteknights Campus, University of Reading
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Invited attendees
	Name
	Institute

	Prof. Stefan Teipel
	University Medicine Rostock, Germany

	Qingyue Li
	University Medicine Rostock, Germany

	Lucy Weber
	University Medicine Rostock, Germany

	Dr Fangya Xu
	University of Reading, UK

	Dr Nigel Wadeson
	University of Reading, UK

	Yi Sun
	University of Reading, UK

	Dr Mark Dallas
	University of Reading, UK

	Dr Francesco Tamagnini
	University of Reading, UK

	Dr Susanna Cogo
	University of Reading, UK

	Dr Samrah Ahmed
	University of Reading, UK

	Prof. Thomas Kirste
	Rostock University, Germany

	Joao Areias Saraiva
	Rostock University, Germany

	Zampeta-Sofia Alexopoulou
	Université Côte d'Azur, France

	Dr. Alexandra König
	Université Côte d'Azur, France

	Dr. Eva Carro
	Instituto de Salud Carlos III, Spain

	Deborah Romualdi
	Instituto de Salud Carlos III, Spain

	Dr. Dany Kabandana Mukesha
	Firalis, France

	Prof. Hüseyin FIRAT
	Firalis, France

	Burcu Bölükbaş
	Sapienza University of Rome, Italy

	Prof. Claudio Babiloni
	Sapienza University of Rome, Italy

	 Dr. Giuseppe Noce
	Sapienza University of Rome, Italy

	Meryem Benmarce
	Technical University of Denmark, Denmark

	Dr David Jenkins
	University of Plymouth, UK

	Sophia Nazir
	University of Plymouth, UK

	Prof. Genhua Pan
	Previously based at the University of Plymouth, UK

	Prof. Yinghui Wei
	University of Exeter, UK

	Dr Thorsten Knoll
	Fraunhofer Institute for Biomedical Engineering IBMT, Germany

	Sidra Rashid
	Fraunhofer Institute for Biomedical Engineering IBMT, Germany


Agenda
	Day 1, Thursday 16th July 2026

	09:30-10:20
	All
	
	Arrival/tea&coffee
	

	10:20-10:30
	Fangya Xu
	UREAD
	Welcome
	

	10:30-11:00
	Meryem Benmarce
	Technical University of Denmark
	Multiplexing blood-based biomarkers for the differential diagnosis of neurodegenerative diseases

	11:00-11:30
	Dany Mukesha

	Firalis, France
	A large-scale metabolite patterns for baseline detection of Alzheimer's disease in the Alzheimer's Disease Neuroimaging Initiative (ADNI) cohort

	11:30-12:00
	Sophia Nazir

	University of Plymouth
	Graphene-based electrochemical biosensors for the detection of Alzheimer’s disease blood biomarkers for clinical applications

	12:00-12:30
	Sidra Rashid
	Fraunhofer
	Comparative Assessment of Au-MWCNT Integrated Graphene Electrodes and Functionalised Graphene Electrodes with Built-In Antifouling Properties for Aβ42 Biosensing Prepared via Same Fabrication Strategy

	12:30-13:30
	Lunch break
	
	
	

	13:30-14:00
	Deborah Romualdi
	Instituto de Salud Carlos III, Spain
	Salivary lactoferrin as a new Alzheimer’s disease non-invasive biomarker: link between oral dysbiosis and infective hypothesis

	14:00-14:30
	Burcu Bolukbas

	Sapienza University of Rome
	Abnormal quiet vigilance transitions in patients with mild cognitive impairment due to Alzheimer’s disease

	14:30-15:00
	Qingyue Li 

	University Medicine Rostock
	Automated Speech-based Cognitive Monitoring Reflects Longitudinal Brain Atrophy from Healthy Aging to Mild Cognitive Impairment

	15:00-15:30
	Tea/Coffee break
	
	

	15:30-16:00
	Zampeta-Sophia Alexopoulou
	Université Côte d'Azur
	Beyond Cognition: What Automated Speech and Language Analysis Reveals About Neuropsychiatric Symptoms in SCD and MCI

	16:00-16:30
	Dr Samrah Ahmed
	UREAD
	Common cognitive mechanisms in young onset Alzheimer's disease

	16:30-17:00
	Yi Sun
	UREAD
	Economic and Behavioural Perspectives on Cognitive
Ageing:
Financial Risk, Mental Health, and Early Detection
Thesis Overview and a Proposal on Information Avoidance in Early-Stage
Alzheimer's Detection

	17:00-
	Team activity and dinner
	
	
	


Notes: sequence of presentations and titles may change.
	Day 2, Friday 17th July 2026

	
09:00-09:30

	All
	
	Tea/coffee

	
	Supervisors
	
	Supervisory Board Meeting

	09:30-10:00
	Joao Areias Saraiva
	Rostock University
	Assisted Design of Bio-signal Processing Pipelines for Clinicians and Researchers

	10:00-10:30
	Dr Mark Dallas 
	UREAD
	Carbon monoxide in biology: The Interface of Toxicology and Therapeutic Innovation

	10:30-11:00
	Dr Susanna Cogo 
	UREAD
	Molecular mechanisms of neurodegeneration: what can different models teach us?

	11:00-11:30
	Tea/coffee break
	

	11:30-12:00
	Dr Francesco Tamagnini
	UREAD
	From altered channels to broken networks: multi-scale functional aberrations in Alzheimer’s dementia and why they can help us defeat it

	12:00-13:00
	Lunch break
	
	
	

	13:00-13:30
	Lucy Weber
	University Medicine Rostock
	Project updates and upcoming deliverables

	Individual departure


Notes: sequence of presentations and titles may change.
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Hopkins Building circled in blue.
For more details, please consult Campuses Map & Key

Arrival options
The University of Reading is easily accessible by train, bus, taxi, car, or on foot, with the main Whiteknights and London Road campuses well connected to Reading Station and local transport.
· How to find us by Car:
The University is near Junction 11 of the M4, about 1.5 miles from the motorway. Park & Ride: The 300 Park and Ride service picks up at Mereoak Park and Ride and drops off at Christchurch Green, near Whiteknights campus. 

· How to find us by train:
There are direct rail links from many major cities, including Birmingham, Manchester, Glasgow, Cardiff, Bristol, and Exeter, as well as a number of routes through London.
From London: The fastest option is to take a train from London Paddington to Reading Station, which run approximately every 15–20 minutes. From Reading Station, you can take a bus or walk to campus. 

· From Reading Station
Walking: The Whiteknights campus is about 2 miles (40 minutes) on foot from Reading Station.
Bus: Local buses 21 and the White Knight 20 run frequently from Reading Station to Whiteknights campus. A single bus ticket costs £3, and a day ticket is £5.40. This can be paid by contactless from the bus driver, tap on and off or bought through the Reading Buses App.
Taxi: Taxis are available outside the station, costing approximately £10 to Whiteknights campus. 

· How to find us from the airport
Reading is well connected to both London Heathrow and London Gatwick airports.
London Heathrow
RailAir offers a direct coach service that runs between Heathrow Airport and Reading town centre. Coaches offer free Wi-Fi and at-seat USB charging, and operate frequently: up to every 20 minutes on weekdays, and every 30 minutes at weekends. For more information, please visit the RailAir website.
You can also take the Elizabeth line from Heathrow to Reading Train Station.

London Gatwick
A direct train service runs between Gatwick airport and Reading station. Trains run once an hour, during the day, and take about 75 minutes. For more information please visit the National Rail website.

Hotel recommendations
Locations, rates, discounts and brief introductions for recommended and discounted hotels:
· Holiday Inn, Basingstoke Road, RG2 0JG  
· Malmaison, Station Road, RG1 1JX  
· Voco, Select Car Leasing Stadium, RG2 0FL  
· Roseate Hotel, Reading, RG1 3EJ  
· Premier Suites, Reading, RG1 2JF  
· Hilton, Drake Way, RG2 0GQ  
· Crowne Plaza Reading M4, Jct 10, RG41 5TS 
· Penta Hotel, Reading, RG1 7RH 
· Village Hotel, Caversham Bridge, RG1 8BD 
· easyHotel, Caversham Road, Reading, RG1 8AY
Other hotels in Reading: 
· Travelodge, Winnersh Triangle, RG41 5TE
· Premier Inn, Winnersh Triangle, RG41 5HE 
· Premier Inn, Central Reading, RG1 2HN 
· Premier Inn, Reading Gateway, RG2 0GG 
Details of location, rate and discount can be found in the link below:
Hotels near University of Reading - V10 23/01/2026
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