
Reading and its Royal Abbey; a celebration on the 900th 

anniversary of the abbey’s foundation 

History Department, University of Reading, Friday 18th June 2021 

All papers will be delivered online; a link will be sent nearer the time.  Please contact Anne 

Lawrence-Mathers to register:  a.e.mathers-lawrence@reading.ac.uk   

 

 

9.30-11.30:  Session 1: The abbey and the outside world 

Joanna Laynesmith, ‘Divisive weddings and a funeral; royal women and Reading’s abbeys’ 

Ruth Salter, ‘Visiting Reading Abbey: Cure-Seeking Pilgrims and the Shrine of St James’ 

Katie Phillips, 'Reading Abbey and its Leper House: Foundation, Administration and Decline' 

Giles Gasper, 'Benefices, Dispute, and Settlement: Robert Grosseteste versus the Abbey of Reading' 

11.30-12.00: Coffee break 

12.00-13.00: Session 2: Spiritual leadership at Reading Abbey 

Francoise Le Saux, ‘Reading and post-Conquest Marian devotion’ 

Frances Cook, ‘Reading and the cults of female saints’ 

13.00-14.00: Lunch break 

14.00-15.30: Session 3: BL Ms Harley 978 and visitors to the abbey 

Cynthia Johnston, ‘The quality and decorative scheme of the manuscript’ 

Laura Cleaver, ‘Marie de France, Royal Readers and Reading Abbey’ 

Helen Deeming, ‘Sumer is icumen in and its musical context’ 

Anne Lawrence-Mathers, ‘The prognostic collection – divination or healthcare?’ 

15.30-16.00: Tea break 

16.00-17.00: Session 4: After the abbey 

Joe Chick, ‘Reading and the end of monastic lordship’ 

Helen Parish, ‘Memorialising forgetfulness: the dissolution of Reading Abbey and the landscape of the 

Reformation’  

Papers will be published in Reading Medieval Studies 2022 

See also the related virtual exhibitions (forthcoming in June): Harley 978 and Reading Abbey 900 (Reading 

Museum website) and Living with the Abbey (Berkshire Record Office website) 

mailto:a.e.mathers-lawrence@reading.ac.uk

