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Foreword for pollinator
handbook

Pollinators are amazingly diverse with many
1000s of species worldwide. Through their
interactions with plants, they play a critical role
in our ecosystems, transporting pollen between
flowers. By this seemingly small mutualistic
act, they underpin plant reproduction for the
vast majority of flowering plants on our planet—
including the crops we eat. Farms and fields, in
combination with wild areas, together make
up a pollinator's habitat. Combining your
knowledge, and information contained in this
handbook, we can take steps to make these
habits as good as they can be for pollinators — by
reducing harmful inputs and protecting natural
areas. Only by learning to recognise and
appreciate these amazing species can we hope to
understand them and help them thrive, so they
can continue supporting us through the good
pollination work they do now and in the
future.
Dr. Michael Garratt

Principal Research Fellow
University of Reading
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