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What a corpus-assisted multimodal discourse
analysis can contribute to our understanding of the
construction of ‘good’ food in the digital?

The polymedia character of the digital has opened up a
whole host of possibilities to construct and share notions of
food. And while the shareability of content to large
audiences in a short space of time is one of its key
affordances, what defines the digital foodscapes (Goodman
and Jaworska, 2020) is the opportunity to employ a range of
multimodal discourse resources to create and curate food
contents en masse and often in ways that promote a
particular notion of food. In this talk, | am going to focus on
the multimodal affordances of the digital and specifically the
ways in which we can systematically investigate the mode
of text and image, and intersections between the two. | will
do so first by introducing the concept of a corpus-assisted
discourse analysis which allows us to identify salient
patterns of language use in large amounts of (digital) texts.
Subsequently, the principles of a multimodal discourse
analysis will be adopted to study in more detail images and
their meaning potentials. The case studies under
consideration will be based on contents (texts and images)
created and curated by some of the female digital food
influencers (DFIs) who occupy a large territory of the digital
foodscape in the UK. The talk will finish with observations
highlighting the significance of studying language and other
semiotic ‘stuff’ to reveal patterns of ideological and
normative meanings around food in the digital.

Presentation followed by Dr Sylvia Jaworska

commentary, Q&A.
Associate Professor, Department of English
Discussant: Language and Applied Linguistics, University of
Reading

Dr. Zeena Feldman, Kings _
College London Thursday April 22", 2021

1-2 pm MS Teams

For further information, contact

Ruth Evans Microsoft Teams meeting

0118 378 7755 qun on your‘cc.amputer or.mobile app

Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)

+44 20 3443 6294,871853323# United Kingdom, London

Phone Conference ID: 871 853 323#

Find a local number | Reset PIN
University of Reading

r.evans@reading.ac.uk



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmQ0ZjlkZDEtY2UyMi00ODRhLThmODgtMjZmNDIwYTdhN2Iw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%224ffa3bc4-ecfc-48c0-9080-f5e43ff90e5f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22ba96a53d-4ea3-435f-b35f-07815f9a00b4%22%7d
tel:+442034436294,,871853323# 
https://dialin.teams.microsoft.com/bb77664b-a44c-4818-ab6c-518965c55e67?id=871853323
https://mysettings.lync.com/pstnconferencing

