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Outline
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What we said we would do

• Evaluating the effectiveness of land-based NFM measures to:

o increase infiltration, evaporative losses and below-ground 
water storage  

o  reduce flood risk in the West Thames.

• WP1 local (including farmer) knowledge to help our 

understanding of flood risk and land management practices.

• Aim is to inform policy, improve decisions, deliver co-benefits 

for local communities across West Thames 
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Over the last 2 years we have …

• Sought the views of farmers across the West Thames

• Had stands at Groundswell 2019 and ORFC 2020

• Collected soil samples from 20 farms in West Thames

… Some farmers also attended the workshops.



What we found out

• The importance of soils

• A range of farming practices

• Diverse range of views and willingness to engage

• Farmers are diverse and reflect wider range of thinking
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Soils at the heart of things
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Views on soil management

• Is it worth investing in good soil structure?: Yes 92%

• SOM helps me access fields more quickly: Yes 58%

• Do you try to improve your SOM?: Yes 94%

• Each year to do something to help SOM: Yes 89%

• Is soil testing useful: Yes 83%

• Cover crops part of my rotation: Yes 28%, Undecided 44%
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Soil testing
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Land use



12

Arable rotations
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Compared to 20 years ago …
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Some unproductive areas
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Willingness to change

• 64% considering

significant changes

• 61% consider advice

very/fairly important
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Farmers not so out of step 



What we do next

• Interviews with farmers in West Thames (Feb & Mar 2020)

• Further views from farmers in West Thames (Mar 2020)

• Draft report on agri-policy to inform thinking (April 2020)

• Develop and test scenarios (Spring onwards 2020)

• Continue the dialogue …
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Thank you.
cshort@glos.ac.uk
@chrisshortccri
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