Ecological and Economic Benefits of
Flowering Understoreys in an Agroforestry System

Agroforestry can be beneficial for biodiversity compared with monocultures, but the effects are highly variable. Management of the vegetation below the
trees (the understorey) could be a key factor explaining this variation. The aim of this study was to investigate whether management of the tree
understorey within an agroforestry system influences insect biodiversity and pest regulation, by comparing uncut flowering vs mown understoreys.
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Implications for research

This study suggests that understorey
management and seasonal variation are
important complicating factors in studies
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agroforestry and monocultures.
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Understorey management should be taken
into account in future studies of
biodiversity in agroforestry systems.
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