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1) Which of the eight Principles have you incorporated into your teaching or language-related work? (See the Principles listed on page 2).

2) How many other teachers in your department/ other colleagues have also worked with the Principles?


3) Please outline briefly the ways in which you have used the Principles: e.g. classes involved, type of activity used.

4) Has implementation of the Principles had any impact on students' learning? If yes, please outline briefly what these were:

5) Did you experience any difficulties in implementing the Principles? If so, please outline briefly what these were:

6) Will you continue to use the Principles in your teaching/related work? If so, in what way?
All apart from Principle 7.  I think (hope) I was already  doing a large amount of what is contained in the Principles and so  incorporate is not quite the word.  I am trying to discipline myself to follow Principle 1 more, encouraging  pupils to ‘negociate’,  and to allow more wait time (3).





None of my colleagues has said that she is using the approach but, to be fair,  my cascade time was very limited. I shall try to rectify this.  My HoD expressed interest and enjoyed the class she observed where I used  Principle 5.





I used a Kate Mosse text with a Year 9 fast group to increase their vocabulary. I had replaced a large number of English words with French words and pupils had to rely on context etc. to understand what they meant.





Difficult to say.  They were a top set and so a bright, enthusiastic group anyway. And, more generally, my oral approach seems to be rather like the one encouraged.





Not really.  They loved it.  And it was interesting to see their change in attitude from “we don’t know what any of these  words mean” to, for example, “ Ohhhh…. so goutte must mean drop.. Does goutte mean drop?” etc.   A drawback was that the words they learnt as a result were the words that were the easiest to guess and the most dramatic, not necessarily those of the most use to them!





Yes.   As stated above, I try to apply the oral principles anyway – and always have - and I intend to try a more demanding reading passage with my Year 8s.  I’m afraid the Writing Principle -7- terrifies me.  This skill is an area where, to use a now hackneyed term, I prefer my pupils to think very much inside the box!








