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The one way for 
us to become great, 
perhaps inimitable, 
is by imitating 
the ancients.
Th

ese are the w
ords Germ

an art historian and 
archaeologist Johann Joachim

 W
inckelm

ann 
(1717 – 1768) w

rote in his 1755 Th
oughts on the 

Im
itation of Greek W

orks in Painting and Sculpture. 
He w

rote this w
ork before journeying to Rom

e: 
like m

any antiquarians of his day he first 
learned about the Classics through im

m
ersion 

in literature. In Germ
any he also encountered 

the souvenirs—
coins, gem

s and figurines—
that 

Grand Tourists and other travellers brought 
north from

 visits to Italy. 
Once in Rom

e W
inckelm

ann began to study 
the rem

ains of Greek, Graeco-Rom
an and 

Rom
an art on a larger scale. Th

rough personal 
contacts and w

ritings, W
inckelm

ann influenced 
generations of scholars, aesthetes, collectors, 
craftsm

en and artists both w
ithin and beyond 

Italy. He inspired others to im
itate both the 

spirit and form
s of antiquity in their ow

n artistic 
productions, large and sm

all.


